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Finnish answer to the challenges of the
EYID 2008



Intercultural Dialogue 2008
“Together in Diversity”

Main objectives: 

• Raise the awareness of all those living in the EU, in 
particular young people, of the importance of engaging 
in intercultural dialogue in their daily life. 

• Develop an active European citizenship which is open 
to the world, respectful of cultural diversity and based 
on common values in the EU.

Decision 18 Dec 2006



EYID 2008 in a nutshell

A joint initiative of the EU, the Member States and
European civil society:

• Europe-wide communication campaign

• Surveys and studies

• 7 Flagship projects

• National projects coordinated by the 27 Member states

• Intercultural Dialogue events

Budget 10 M€



European Year 2008 in Finland

Players:
• Finnish Ministry of Education in charge of guidelines

on the strategic and political level.
• Consultative Committee chaired by the Minister of

Culture and Sport, Mr Stefan Wallin.
• Finnish National Gallery assigned as the NCB.

Budget 122 000 € (50 % EU-funding, 50 % MoE)



EYID 2008 in Finland
“New Contacts and Unconventional 
Encounters”

National priorities:

• Encourage intercultural dialogue through arts and 
culture and by bringing out the cultural diversity of 
Euope.

• Children and young people in focus.

Finland‘s national strategy:
http://www.interculturaldialogue2008.eu/482.0.html?&L=0



Implementation in Finland

• Four network projects

• Three nationwide competitions

• National Ambassadors

• Round table discussions

• National showcase

• Report on best practices of ICD 

• Communication campaign
Picture: Ampiainen REMIX 
2008, www.ampiainen.fi



Encounters at the Living Library

Nationwide Living Library events on 23-25 May in 
Kuopio and 16-18 October 2008 in Tampere in 
connection to Young Culture events:

• Both the living books and the borrowers open new 
doors to the diversity of the Finnish society, diversity 
that one really rarely meets in one’s own everyday life.

• Target groups: children, young people and their 
families. 

• Organisers: Finnish Youth Cooperation -
Allianssi and local youth organisations.



“What on Earth is a New Finn?”
Short Stories Competition



The national ambassadors will 
be young people who are 
working to turn Finland into a 
more intercultural society. They 
will act as faces for the EYID 
2008 and speak with their own 
voices.

>> www.vuoropuhelu.fi

”It’s not just talking. It’s also
being, together with an 

awareness that there are
others. Others that are in 

some ways different from me. 
It’s courage to encounter
other ways of thinking, 

breaking stereotypes and to 
get away with it light-

heartedly.”

National Ambassador of Intercultural
Dialogue Wisam Elfadl in her web log

on 9 Dec 2007 on what the EYID 
means to her.

Ambassadors’ web logs



Virtual dialogue

www.vuoropuhelu.fi
• Event calendar
• National Ambassadors’

web logs

www.dialogue2008.eu
• Europe-wide event 

calendar
• Partner section
• European Year logo



Thank you for your interest!

National Coordination Body - NCB Finland

Finnish National Gallery, Community relations and development KEHYS

Senior Specialist Hanna Hietaluoma-Hanin, tel. +358-9-173 36307 
Senior Specialist Ulla Nyberg, tel. +358-9-173 36329 
Head of Development Susanna Pettersson, tel. +358-9-173 36313
Coordinator Miikka Roine, tel. +358-9-173 36433
firstname.surname@fng.fi

www.vuoropuhelu.fi
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