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Background

ÅCƛƴǇǊƻΩǎTrendPulse-study was commissioned by CuporeςThe 
Foundation for Cultural Policy Research.

ÅThe study was commissioned in March 2009 and realized during 
April-May 2009 . 

ÅThe study was a pilot project in Finpro: the first creative industries 
assignment for CƛƴǇǊƻΩǎForesight activities. 

Å¢ƘŜ ƻōƧŜŎǘƛǾŜ ǿŀǎ ǘƻ ŎƻƭƭŜŎǘ άǿŜŀƪ ǎƛƎƴŀƭǎέ ƛΦŜΦ ŜŀǊƭȅ ƛƴŘƛŎŀǘƻǊǎ ƻŦ 
new developments within the global creative industries sector. 
CƛƴǇǊƻΩǎforesight experts would then identify larger patterns and 
trends that play a role in shaping the future.
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Finpro

Who We Are
Å Finprois an association founded by Finnish 

companies. Our clients are Finnish companies at 
different stages of internationalization.

What We Do
ω We offer services for initiating, expanding and 

strengthening the internationalization of Finnish 
companies. 

Our Expertise Is Based On
ω Solid expertise in international business 
ω An extensive international and local network: Finpro

trade centers can be found in over 50 countries

Foresight at Finpro

ω Foresight is a central element in supporting Finnish companies and institutions.
ω Finproconstantly observes and analyzes global changes in society and 

environment and provides projections of things to come.
ω CƛƴǇǊƻΩǎƎƭƻōŀƭ ƴŜǘǿƻǊƪ ƻŦŦŜǊǎ ŀ ǳƴƛǉǳŜ ǾƛŜǿ ǘƻ άǎŎŀƴέ ǘƘŜ ǿƻǊƭŘ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ 

common good of Finland. 
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The Team

Å For this projectFinprocreateda multicountryproject teamof Global
Observers: sevenFinproexpertsin sevencountries.

Å The observerswerechosenfor their academicbackgroundand 
professionalexperiencerelatedto creativeindustries.

Å The observerswerebasedin Finproofficesin New Delhi, Seoul, Tokyo, 
Tunis, Munich, Helsinki and Paris.

Å Teamdemographics: 6 womenand 1 man; all residentsand/or
citizensof different countries; between30-40 yearsold.  

Å Everybodycollected and commentedthe signals.

Å Ms Ines Seidel, Headof Researchin the project, leadthe analysis
phase.
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Methodology

Å A collaborative software was used to globally collect and share 
observations, also referred to as signals.

Å The software provides a common data platform where the team could 
compare and comment signals in one place.

Å The obtained signals enabled CƛƴǇǊƻΩǎForesight Expert Team to build 
and gain understanding of developments by recognizing patterns. 

Å The patterns were further analysed by focussing on the questions: 
What is new? What are the drivers?  What are the opportunities?

Å Note: The method does not rely on statistics but expresslyuses 
subjective impressions of newness to discern societal developments 
that are not yet visible in statistics.

FinproCƻǊŜǎƛƎƘǘ ǘŜŀƳΩǎ ƛƴǎǘǊǳŎǘƛƻƴ ƻƴ ǊŜŎƻƎƴƛȊƛƴƎ ǎƛƎƴŀƭǎΥ 

²Ƙŀǘ ǉǳŀƭƛŦƛŜǎ ŀǎ ŀ ǎƛƎƴŀƭΚ ¸ƻǳ ŀǊŜ ǘƘŜ ƻōǎŜǊǾŜǊ ŀƴŘ ǿƘŜƴŜǾŜǊ ȅƻǳ ǘƘƛƴƪ άƘƳƳΣ 
ǘƘƛǎ ƛǎ ǎƻƳŜǘƘƛƴƎ L ƘŀǾŜ ƴƻǘ ǎŜŜƴ ōŜŦƻǊŜέ ƻǊ άǿƻǿέ ƻǊ άǘƘŀǘ ƛǎ ƛƴǘŜǊŜǎǘƛƴƎΣέ ǘƘŜƴ 
you have discovered a signal.  Observe your surroundings while you are at home, 
at work, shopping, travelling...
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From Signals to Trends

Signal collection Pattern/Trend 
Recognition

Analysis ςillustrative 
samples and ad-hoc-
opportunities 

Slow Down

Done by Finpro 
Global Observers

Done by a Foresight & 
Industry Team

Description and  setςup 
for deeper discussion

Having a Mission 

Slow Down
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